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the most famous* This was aimed at inducing people
to eat bread made from flour milled between stones
in the old style, instead of bread made from the flour
that came from modern mills and had been passed
between steel rollers which crushed out some of the
most nourishing elements of the wheat berry. A large
part of the nation supposed that Northcliffe had some
financial interest in the flour that was recommended;
another large part set him down as a food crank. The
truth was he cared nothing whatever about bread. The
stunt was mere advertisement with a dash of good
journalism thrown in.
There had appeared in the Mail a letter from Sir
Oswald Mosley, an old gentleman happily unconscious
of the stir that would be caused by his grandson who
would some day inherit the family title. The letter
praised bread which contained all the properties of the
wheat, stated that the writer's household always ate and
liked it, offered to send a small sample loaf to anyone who
cared to drop a postcard to the editor. Neither Sir
Oswald nor the editor reckoned with the passion of the
British public for getting something for nothing. A
few days after the appearance of the letter Northcliffe
arrived at the office to find the entrance, as he put it,
blocked by mail-bags. These contained some of the
postcards to the editor asking for the sample loaves.
Instantly Northcliffe saw the newspaper possibilities
of this. There was evidently great public interest
in bread. " Have an article about it every day for a year,"
he ordered, and long before the end of that time it was
not safe to mention Standard Bread in the Daily Mail
office. The man in charge of the " stunt" narrowly
escaped death in two forms—from exhaustion and at the
hands of his exasperated colleagues. In the end it

